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The Thousand and One Nights
The Thousand and One Nights, also known in the English regions as The Arabian Nights, is a collection of Middle Eastern and Indian stories of which the authors and dates of publications are not certain.  There are multiple stories within this story and the collection includes Aladdin’s Lamp, Sindbad the Sailor, The Fisherman and the Jinni, and Ali Baba among many others.  The Thousand and One Nights main story, however, revolves on the betrayed and vengeful King Shahryar.  King Shahryar’s vengeful nature started when he found out that his wife betrayed him while he was away on a journey, and this resulted to the execution of his wife and her lover.  The betrayal of King Shahryar’s wife has led him to become a woman hater.  For this reason, the king was bent on marrying and killing a new wife each day.  The day came when only King Shahryar’s vizier’s daughters were the only women left suitable to become a candidate.
The vizier’s eldest daughter is called Shahrazad or Sheherazade.  Shahrazad knew the whereabouts of the king.  Wanting to save herself from being killed and to stop the killing of women altogether, she made up a plan.  Despite knowing what might happen to her if her plan does not work, she insisted on her father to present her to the king for marriage.  Shahrazad’s plan was to tell the king interesting stories every night, but she will not tell the king the endings.  She then would promise the king to finish the story the following night.  Because the stories were all interesting to the king, he had moved his plans of killing her night after night until it came to the point that he stopped his plan altogether.
Each story told by Shahrazad to King Shahryar holds its own themes and motifs.  Most stories show the theme of people rising from rags to riches, luck and good fortune, hospitality, while other stories’ themes revolve around adventures.  The main story of The Thousand and One Nights, on the other hand, holds the theme of storytelling.  This is mainly seen by how Shahrazad chose to tell interesting stories every night to King Shahryar.
Shahrazad’s storytelling is the one that managed to save her fate and the fate of the other women.  Shahrazad’s stories were the ones that saved them from being killed by the King.  Hence, it can be seen that storytelling is the one that made the King change his ways.
Storytelling is one of the oldest forms of art (Rollins, 1957).  It is the act of passing tales or a series of events to other people.  It is a means of teaching people about values and tradition and different cultures (“Storytelling,” 2010).  It is also considered to be one of the earliest forms of entertainment before televisions or radios arrived.  But despite being a form of entertainment, the purpose of storytelling goes beyond making people happy or keeping them entertained.  What gives importance to storytelling is its capability to change people’s minds or views.
In the book The Thousand and One Nights, it was shown how storytelling had changed King Shahryar’s ways.  Before meeting and marrying Shahrazad, he was cold-heartedly killing every woman she marries every night just for the sake of revenge.  The stories Shahrazad told him was not merely entertaining stories, they were stories that helped taught King Shahryar to change his ways, to live a better life rather than just continuously kill innocent women who did not do him wrong.  Storytelling in this collection also showed readers how different narratives will be able to help each person to better understand themselves or the world.  This was clearly visible in Sinbad the sailor’s story.  In this portion, Sinbad used the power of storytelling to help him make a porter see the world better.  Storytelling was also shown to be a great means of persuasion just like in the story of the fisherman and the jinni.
The collection The Thousand and One Nights show the importance of storytelling in teaching people.  Storytelling teaches people how to have wider views on different aspects of their lives.  This is one of the greatest strengths of storytelling, that a great story would always have moral lessons within its plot.  Storytelling uses its ability to poke people’s emotions that is why it is one of the best ways to teach people values and different lessons about lives.  Once a person is able to reflect upon the whole message of a told story, it is always possible for that person to change for the better.  This is indeed what readers witnessed in the case of King Shahryar.
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